“Soon and very soon”
Going deeper in Revelation 1:1-3

INTRODUCTION
The Apostle John has been sentenced to exile on the island of Patmos because he has refused to declare that Caesar is Lord. Instead, he holds on to the fact that Jesus is Lord. This is what happens to John.

READ – Read (passage) aloud. Read it several times. Listen for what the Spirit of God is saying, don’t just think about it. 1 The unveiling of Jesus the Messiah which God gave to make clear to his servants what was going to happen. He sent this and communicated it by his angel to his servant John. 2 And John testified to everything he heard from God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. 3 Blessed are the ones who read and hear the words of this prophecy. Blessed are the ones who hold tightly to what is written here because the time is soon. 

ENGAGE – Questions for going deeper. God is speaking… to you. 
1. Who wrote the book of Revelation? Where does his message come from according to these verses? Why might this be important?
2. Words like “testimony,” “testify” and “witness” get repeated here and in the rest of the book. Why do you think that might be? What might that communicate to Christians who are being persecuted?
3. Why would it be a blessing to read, hear, and hold tightly to what is written here? 
4. How should knowing that the time is short change one’s priorities?

PRAY – God has spoken. So, reply.
*Ask the Lord to make his priorities your priorities today.
*Pray for opportunities to be a witness to Jesus Christ in word and deed today.
*Open your hands and give your current circumstances to the Lord of All and ask Him to fill you with what you need for today. 

LIVE – This is where the rubber hits the road.
The Apostle John chooses to be a witness to what the Lord Jesus Christ has said to him and shown him. Will you be willing to share with others in word and deed what the Lord has done in your life?

