“Lord of All”
Going deeper in Romans 10:1-13

INTRODUCTION In Chapter 9 the Apostle Paul began to wrestle with questions about what the good news about the gift of salvation by grace through faith means for the church and Israel. Included in this are questions about God’s sovereignty and his faithfulness to the promises he made. He has poured out his heartfelt concern over his people, the Israelites, and then talked about how God has remained faithful and how his purposes have been at work. Then he says this.

READ – Read (passage) aloud. Read it several times. Listen for what the Spirit of God is saying, don’t just think about it. 1 Brothers and sisters, the desire of my heart and my prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved. 2 I swear to you that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge. 3 They didn’t realize that being made right with God is God’s business so they tried to set up their own path to righteousness and did not submit to God’s righteousness. 4 Christ was the fulfillment of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes. 5 Moses described the righteousness of the law this way, “The man who does these things will live by them {Lev. 18:5} even though it isn’t completely possible. 6 But the righteousness that comes by faith speaks in this way, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” {Duet. 30:12} (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 or “Who will descend into the deep (Duet. 30:13) (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead) 8 But what it says is “The word is near you, it is in your mouth and heart,” {Deut. 30:14}, that is the word of faith that we are proclaiming. 9 That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart you believe and with your mouth that you confess and are saved. 11 For the Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in Him will never be put to shame.” {Isaiah 28:16}12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Gentile – the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 For “whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” {Joel 2:32}

ENGAGE – Questions for going deeper. God is speaking… to you. 
1. What do you say is the most common view of how a person enters in an eternal relationship with God? 
2. How would the attitude of someone coming to God on the basis of his or her performance (10:5) be different from that of someone coming to him by faith in Christ (10:8-9)?
3. What does it mean to confess “Jesus is Lord?”
4. When did you first come to realize that it isn’t so much what you do for God, but what he’s done for you?
5. Who or what are the other things that compete with your allegiance to Jesus as Lord?

PRAY – God has spoken. So, reply.
*Take some time and talk to Lord about some of the people in your life that you really want to see walking with Him. Ask the Spirit to work with you to lift these folks up in prayer daily.
*Thank the Lord Jesus for the open door that He gave to all for an ongoing relationship with Him.
*Ask Jesus to show where you are making Him Lord and areas that need the Spirit’s work.

LIVE – This is where the rubber hits the road. 
God in his grace has opened the door to life with him for all who will believe and have made Jesus Lord. Where is Jesus challenging you to make Him Lord? By the power of the Holy Spirit what difference will that make in your life this week?
