
“Joy in the Hard Times”
Going deeper in Habakkuk 3:17-19

INTRODUCTION
In the chapters before this the prophet Habakkuk has been having a conversation with God about why God tolerates evil. Habakkuk was worried about the leaders of Judah and their sin. God responds by telling him that the nation of Babylon will be conquering Judah. Habakkuk can’t understand how a good God would allow an evil nation to conquer them and argues with God about that. God tells Habakkuk that this will happen, but that he will need to trust the Sovereign God even when it will not go the way he wanted. This passage is Habakkuk’s response. 

READ – Read (passage) aloud. Read it several times. Listen for what the Spirit of God is saying, don’t just think about it. 17 Though the apple tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the hops crop fails and the wheat fields are stunted, though the sheep pens are empty and there are no cattle in the stalls 18 even so I will rejoice in the LORD, I will rejoice in God my Savior. 19 The Sovereign LORD is my strength. He will make my feet like the feet of a deer. He will enable me to reach my high hills.  

ENGAGE – Questions for going deeper. God is speaking… to you. 
1. What would it feel like to have none of the crops produce and to have all the sheep pens and cattle stalls empty? Has there been a time in your life when it felt like that? How did that impact your faith?
2. What are Habakkuk’s high hills? What are yours?
3. How can Habakkuk choose to be joyful? How has his situation changed?
4. In verses 1-16 Habakkuk remembers how God has worked in the past. How might this have helped his choice in verses 17-19? 
5. What promise does verse 19 hold for you in your present situation? For your future?

PRAY – God has spoken. So, reply.
*Take some time and thank the Lord for the ways that he has worked in your past.
*Give him the joys and challenges you have in front of you.
*Ask him to give you the faith and courage to choose a joyful trust in him today regardless of what happens.

LIVE – This is where the rubber hits the road. 
Habakkuk has chosen to find his joy in the Lord God Almighty regardless of his circumstances. Will you choose to trust in the joy of the Lord regardless of your circumstances?
